Isaiah 2:2-5
2
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established
as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all
the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the
God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in
his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of
the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and
shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house
of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!
Isaiah 9.2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before
you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a
child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David
and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will do this.
Isaiah 11:1-9
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of
the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in
the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he

shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with the
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall
eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the
asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They
will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be
full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
Isaiah 25:6-8
6
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast
of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with
marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on
this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is
spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 8Then the
Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has
spoken.
Isaiah 42
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul
delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to
the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice or make it heard in the
street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he
will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not
grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
5
Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched
them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives
breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am
the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the
hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a
light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in
darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no
other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to
pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you
of them.

Isaiah 43:18-21
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 19I
am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20The
wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give
water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen
people, 21the people whom I formed for myself so that they might
declare my praise.
Isaiah 60.11, 13, 15-22
11
Your gates shall always be open; day and night they shall not be
shut, so that nations shall bring you their wealth, with their kings led in
procession. . . . 13The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, the cypress,
the plane, and the pine, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I
will glorify where my feet rest. . . . 15Whereas you have been forsaken
and hated, with no one passing through, I will make you majestic
forever, a joy from age to age. 16You shall suck the milk of nations,
you shall suck the breasts of kings; and you shall know that I,
the LORD, am your Savior and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of
Jacob. 17Instead of bronze I will bring gold, instead of iron I will bring
silver; instead of wood, bronze, instead of stones, iron. I will appoint
Peace as your overseer and Righteousness as your
taskmaster. 18Violence shall no more be heard in your land,
devastation or destruction within your borders; you shall call your
walls Salvation, and your gates Praise. 19The sun shall no longer be
your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you
by night; but the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God
will be your glory. 20Your sun shall no more go down, or your moon
withdraw itself; for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your
days of mourning shall be ended. 21Your people shall all be righteous;
they shall possess the land forever. They are the shoot that I planted,
the work of my hands, so that I might be glorified. 22The least of them
shall become a clan, and the smallest one a mighty nation; I am
the LORD; in its time I will accomplish it quickly.
Isaiah 65
17
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former
things shall not be remembered or come to mind. 18But be glad and
rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create
Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. 19I will rejoice in

Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall
the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of
distress. . . . 24Before they call I will answer, while
they are yet speaking I will hear. 25The wolf and the
lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the
serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all
my holy mountain, says the LORD.
PRAYER IN THANKSGIVING FOR INSPIRATION
O God, the author of creation, we thank you for the gift of inspiration:
for opening our eyes to see new possibilities, for enriching our minds
with visions never dreamed, for guiding us to trust the unconscious’s
view, for sounds to tickle and delight, for teaching our hearts to
receive the unexpected gift. For these and the many wonders you have
wrought within the secret places of our souls, we thank you, O God of
endless creation. Amen.
Vienna Cobb Anderson, Prayers of Our Heart: In Word and Action, 1992, Crossroad

LENTEN REFLECTIONS ON SCRIPTURE — ISAIAH 43
I am about to do a new thing, now it springs forth —
in pussy willow and crocus, the returning of geese
snow melt and mud season,
in a lonely someone who wanders into the sunrise service
some chilly Easter morning.
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth —
in the coiled jumpings of human beings
living out all the other prophecies of the several Isaiahs —
share bread with the hungry, bring the homeless into your house,
release captives, refuse to break any reeds,
trust a child to play safely by the rattlesnake den.
I am about to do a new thing, now it springs forth —
in waters tapped from deep in the earth, warm, mineral, healing,
also tears that spring to the eyes of God’s children.
I am about to do a new thing – it’s about springs …
do you not perceive it?
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